Public Seems to "'Cotton" to the Stout
Woman on the Stage—By Her
Happy Efample Miss Davenport Is
a Real Home Missionary — Were
You Aware that New York is the
Home of Large Ladies?—Watch
Out, It's in the Rirl

——————e

T was a weighty subject—Avolrdupols as First
Ald to the Comedienne—yet Hva Davenport
treated it lightly.

Frankly stout, yes, but she's not lostng flesh
over it.

Upon being ushered imto Miss Davenport's im-
posing presence, words falled me. It is not the easiest
matter In the world to discuss physical well-being
with any wpmen whose walstline has passed the
twenty-five-inch mark. You're apt to be sat upon.

Miss Davenport, however, at once put me at ease.

“Buppose we sit on that bench over there,” she
sugges.ed, leading the way to the rear of the Broad-
ey Theatre stage,

We managed to squeeze on, and nwere quite “comfy”
save for the reflection in my mind that there was
only a flimsy “back drop'’ between us and the mat-
fnee public. Now, if that bench should by any
chamce prove untrue to the trust placed In it, and
we should suddenly find ourselves spilled at the feet
pf the dancing and tra-la-la-<ing ‘‘Yankee Consul’
shorus, the sltuation would be exceedingly embar-

. But, whispered Courege, falnt heart never
f-4~ l—— ®0 hold fast!

o o i o o,
Mm DAVENPORT smiled encouragement.

‘“I'm mnot the least bit sensitive about my

aize,” she assured me. *I tell my friends that

I'm too old to worry about my figure jand toe young

%0 worry about my age. Don't you thtnk that's &

#ood way of putting it?"”

Yes, I thought so, though to tell the truth, I was
Ihinking mostly of the bench.

“I used to be dreadfully sensitive, and more than

pnce my feelings were given an awful jab by some

kind, constderate friend—a woman, of course—saying:

‘Have you seen Bo-and-So.lately? She's a eight!
Why, my dear, she's almost as stout as you avel’

“And how it used to hurt me to go shopping! Be-
fore I could even get a chance to say what I
wanted, the haughty young woman behind the
counter would crush me with a disdainful glance and
fclly remark: ‘We have nothing that will it you,
madam!' But all that's changed. Now I can walk
into a store with a perfeotly Independent alir and
get anything I want., New York is the darlingest
place to shop in. I can get my size In anything, and
every once i{n a while the saleswoman gives me a
smile or two without extra charge. I've lived in Eng-
land—was born there, you know'in Australla, China,
Japan and Indla, but there's no place like New York,
One is everlastingly alive here. I llke to keep mov-
ing and will hang on to a strap any time rather than
walt for the next car,”

It was interesting, of course, to hear Miss Daven~
port talk like @ foreign star, but as twenty minutes
are omly twenty minutes by the stage manager's

watoh, I reluctantly felt the necessity of gently yet
firmly leading the funniest woman on the New York
stage Into a channel which would bring her face
to face with avordupols in its relation to “art.’”
o o o o
&6 HS,"” she sald, finally coming out of the
Y shopping dlstrict, ‘I do belleve that being
fat helps a women to be funny. I know
it helps me, and it certainly has helped other women
on the stage. Take May Irwin, for one; would she
have won the success she did 4f her collarbone had
shown and her walst had Iboked like the stem of a
champagne glass? If I may use the word, the pub-
lic geems to ‘cotton’ ¢to the lwut stage woman. Be-
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agreeable.” But when I grow serious I invariably get
a laugh. When I tumbled downstairs all the way
from my dressing-room a few nights ago everybody
in the company howled with amusement, They seamed
to Imagine I did it as a joke, and the only regret
expressed was by those who dldn‘'t see the ‘joke.
Although I ached In every bone I was soon laughing
with the rest. I laugh very easily. What I have to
guard against i the effect of & laughing audlience,
When 1 start laughing in that scene where Mr. Hitch-
cock is supposed to convulse me with a funny story
it's often very hard for me to stop. The laughter of
tho.people out in front is so infectious that I get to
laughing in real earnest. I was gratified beyond
measure just now as I was doing my heavy-welght
fainting aot. In one of the boxes sat Mrs. —''
(mentioning the name of @ woman whoses husband
died last autumn), “and when I heard her laugh it

cause she is stout an audience very often takes it
for granted she is funny before she does a single
thing. Only the other afternoon I saw this {llus-
trated at a vaudeville show, A woman unmistakably
stout, though not extraordinarily clever, was ‘the hit
of the show." The minute she appeared the audience
got ready to laugh.

“But it's not so easy for the stout comedtenne to
make frdends on the road. New York is the home of
stout women. There are mors of them here than in
any other city in the world. Never occurred to you?
Well, just look abofit you on the streets, in the res-
taurants and in the theatres. I'm an expert looker. I
always have an ®ys out for my stout sisters., And 1
always beam on them. Admire stoutness? Well, no,
not exaotly; for right down In my heart I should like
to be slender. But,”” and a laugh gurgled to Miss
Davenport's lips, “I Uke to know there are others,'

“But why #0 many others—do you think the Now
York woman eats and drinks more,than (s .good for

her?"
‘“N6,” and the oracle settled back with a profound
alr, “I think it must be the climate. I belleve it's
in the air'’—this {n a hoarse, fearful whisper.
o, o o o
é BUPPOSE. too, that laughing has something TO THE
‘I to do with it. You remember good old Dr.
Bomebody’s prescription, ‘Laugh and grow—"
“I'm forever running the danger of losing control
of my figure' (a deep contralto chuckle) “because of
my unfortunate habit of seeing the funny side of
things. But I'm never funny when I try to be. If 1
attempt to say something I imagine is funny some
one is sure to say, ‘Now, don't be sarcastic and dle-
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Two Musical Pieces and a Tan

'O new musical pleces and an Eng-
Ush tank drama will be the novel-
tles noxt week.

‘““The Man from China” will come to
the Majestic Theatre on Monday night
and put Paul West to the test as a
lbrettist and John W, Bratton as a
composer. The first act takes place at
Palm Beach and the other act on board
& yacht. The story has enough compli-
oations to promise a great deal of fun,
and the tittles of the plentiful number of
soags are ‘‘catchy.’” Charles A. Bigelow
‘will first appear in the charaoter of a
(wandering musiclan known as “‘the hu-

- man band,” and later disgulse himself
“!ho umn from China." Other mem-

bo are V 1
Bletls. My naarery are Vers Michelena,

Atchison-Ely,
lee Angeles and TY A
L] . L]

Richard.

“A Venetian Romance” will be in-
froduced by tho Frank L. Pefley Opera
Pompany at the Knickerbocker Theatre
‘n Monday night, Cornelia Osgood Tyler
&8 set her story in the romantic at<

in “Ingomar."
ranged this season for Miss Marlowe to
Blve New York theatregoers a last
opportunity to see her at the head of
her own company, prior to her appear-
ance next season as co-star with ﬁ
Sothern.

goll.ow ]t to l*g now?omo

“The Wizard ot 0z" will come down
from the Majestio to the New York
Theatre,

To-night James K. Hackett will begin
an engagement at Daly's
Crown. Prince,"
George H. Broadhurst,

Charles Frohman ar-

atres will be

‘““The Yankee Consul
County Chairman,’ Wall
etta  Crossman in

Kid
§ will doubtless |atres will be closed.

rose and the dancing

. .

in “The
the romantic play by
in which he
seen at the West End

k Drama Next Week.

Continuing engagements at other 'tho—
‘“The Girl from Kay*
Herald Bquare; Raymond Hitche
Broadwny
ack's;
“Sweet I\ltty Bel-

VAUDEVILLE ATTRACTIONS.

At Hammersteln's Theatre of Varle-
ties the bill will Include George Prim-

Emma Carus, Jess Dandy, the Flying
Potters, recently with Barnum & Bal-
ley's circus; Klein, Ott Brothers and
Nicholson, the Halloway Trio and the
Rosa Mayou troupe of 100 trained tropl-

a trick
vaude-

leadlng woman. Arthur Bucknar,
clist, will contribute the Chﬂet'
v lle act,
Tony Pastor's bill will offer, amon
others, Howard and Bland, the Muq'uﬁ
Bennetts, the Weston- Ru: mond Com-
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other good things I bave heen adla to do simply De-
cause I welgh a lot #nd don’'t ‘make faces' at the

scalen”™
o o o oA o

RDINARILY, the church {sn't inclined to aceept
O suggestions from the stage, but here is what
would seem ¢o commend {tself as a new and ex-
cellent {dea in the way of real home missionary work.
“You'd be astonished to see the lettars I've recelved
from stout women who say that after sceing me they
are much more content with their lot,” Miss Daven-
port was saying. ‘‘Yes, {sn’'t it funny? They write
the queerést things. One woman thanked me for hav-
ing made her homae happler, saying that the members
of her housshold had quit finding fault with her about
her size, and that even the parrot was uhowinx her
some respect. Any numbér have assured me that 1

4id my heart good Ana now I must tell you of |havedone & gTeat dual to teach them howtobohwv.y be suol a ‘shina "
PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD
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The London Lancet reports a dis-
cussion of the Academy of Medlcine,
Paris, in which M, TLuecas Championnere
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though fat. Some of the letters are really
A woman shouldn’t.-be blamed because she’s
Bhe can't help it. Why, I go through a form of |
cises every day, eat but two meals, deny myself
and
"t

toes, candy and ple—and I do so love ple

and still I can't lose a pound. No, I don't gain

I atay just about the same. I suppose I ought to-be
I stayed-at
Mt Clemens for eighteen days last summer; didn't

thankful for that and my good nature,

have a mouthful of anything but skimmed milk
that time, took the regular system of baths, and m
over for good measure, and, will you belleve it
didn't lose an ounce!" e
“Did you lose any of your good nature?™
“No, but the doctor did. He waated to point fo »e
as a shining example of what he and the baths eould |
do, and"—Miss Davenport zhook with laughter ‘at
memory of her joke on the doctor—*"I turned out to
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